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Dear Chairnun Powell: 

yg-lzo 

It is my understanding that you are considering niling on the issue of full multicast must- 
carry rights for broadcasters in digitill television in the upcoming weeks. 

During my time on the House Subcoinmittcc on Telecommunications and the Internet, I 
have worked extensively with broadcasters and the cable industry on these complex and 
controvcrsirl issues. My expcricncc with local broadcasters has lcd me 1 0  expressly 
support reasonable must-carry and multicast rights, bccause I believe that thesc allow 
indcpcndent broadcasters throughoiit my state and the country to pmvidc diverse 
progminiing that might not otherwise be availablc. Our nation's cable companies 
provide lhe VdlUiibk spcctruni needed arid I believc t h y  are providing a critical public 
smrice. While I support must-carry rights for broadcasters, 1 do rcmnin sensitive to the 
iise of government mandates that inay overburdcn our clrhle systems. 

In order to maintain this diversity ol'progrdmming that the original must-carry kgislation 
was designed to promote and which I hope continues in the age of digital tclcvision, I 
rcspcctfully ask that thc Commissinn consider issiring a ruling which provides AS much of 
an adequate and proportionate voice for broadcasters on digitrl cablc systems as possible. 

Thc Commission has my ti111 confidence that it can strikc a fair and equitable balancc 
betwccn bruadcastcrs and the cahlr industry, and 1 look forward to hearing from you on 
this very important mutter. 

Sincerely, 

United Statcs Representative 
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